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AN event now occurred which was by many confidently
expected to bring Walpolc's career as minister to an
end. In the summer of 1727 George I died on the
road to Hanover, The news found Walpole in his
rural villa at Chelsea. Ho instantly rode off to Bich-
mond as fast as he could, to announce to the now king
what had happened. The prince always retired to rest
after his raid-day dinner, and there Walpole found him.
For some time he disbelieved the news, and refused to
get out of bod to be told that he was king, as stubbornly
as Barnardine in the play refuses Abhorson's summons
to rise and be hanged. When he was at length con-
vinced that his father was dead, he dismissed the
minister with a curt command to seek Sir Spencer
Oompton at Ohiswiak, and from him to take his direc-
tions. This was what Walpole had expected. His
fidelity to the interests of his former maater had appar-
ently ensured the enmity of his successor. As the son
hated his father, ho could not well love his father's most
trusted adviser.

Oompton was a younger son of the family of North-
ampton, and had been Speaker in three Parliaments, intrigue, though far inferior to him in
